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What is Dscript?

Dscript is a “Dimensional Script”. The D was originally meant to represent “Directional” because 
the first version was designed as a cursive writing system that could be drawn both vertically and 
horizontally.  

There is no particular language associated with Dscript, but there is an alphabet optimized for 
English. There are plenty of materials also teaching how to adapt it to other alphabets and 
languages.

On the left here you see the v1.2 Dscript English 
alphabet.

These “letters” are very basic pen strokes that 
can be allowed to rotate 90 or more degrees, but 
still be unique and distinguishable.

They can be combined in many very intuitive 
ways, allowing great flexibility.

Occasionally certain combinations may be 
ambiguous, this is solved by simply mapping 
these out and choosing a definition. There is a 
full map of the Dscript English alphabet in the 
manual, all 676 combinations ( 26*26=676 ).

Using these letters, an English word can be 
turned into a “string” and curled up into a glyph.

On the right you see Shakespeare's Sonnet 18 
( “Shall I compare thee to a summer's day... )

As you can see the vertical version creates “tall 
strings”, this is the simple form of Dscript.

Letters are then combined in various ways and 
the strings curled up, bent etc.. to produce more 
compressed character like forms.  As in the 
examples below.



After developing the directional script, I found the both horizontal and vertical forms when used 
together allowed the original “letter string” to be curled up and fit into tight and odd shaped spaces. 

By allowing the letters to connect in multiple ways, even placing letters inside of other letters, and 
letting the string fork/branch, words, or even phrases, can be “rolled up” into glyphs and sigils, yet 
still be legible in both letters and sequence. 

This is an example attempting to visually describe the Dscript concept using the first bit of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Words in dscript  have many forms, these are just some.



Using this one can produce a wide variety of looks and feels from supplied text. It can be used to 
fill almost any setting requiring “foreign” or “alien” text. And the best part is that one can choose to 
invent a new language or use an existing one. By using English or another existing language, the 
players/viewers would have a chance to decipher the text and learn to produce their own symbols 
for any word. Greatly adding to player/viewer engagement.



Numbers

There are also number systems for Dscript. There are base 10/16, base 12, base 32, and the most 
effective and practical, base 100.

Dscript base 100 numbers are basically a way to compress 2 decimal digits into a single glyph. The 
system is quite simple, there are 18 possible additions to the “core cirlce” 9 for 1's and 9  for 10's.

Dscript base 100 numbers are quick and easy, do not require a lot of practice, and allow creative and 
efficient  use of writing space

Loops, curls and bends are reversible, allowing multiple forms and various writing options.



Chemistry

The Dscript principle can be extended beyond alphabetical language. It can also be used as a 2D 
notation system. By using the letters to represent elements for example, a chemistry notation system 
can be devised.

The first attempt at such is Dchem, a chemistry notation system geared toward bio-chemistry and 
bio-molecule notation.

Dchem sacrifices stereo-chemistry, bond strength, and hydrogen's. It uses a base of only 5 letters, 
CNOPS, which allows each letter a greater degree of flexibility. These 5 elements (Carbon, 
Nitrogen, Oxygen, Phosphorus, and Sulphur) are the key elements of most bio-chemistry.

Dchem allows the key structure to be drawn without as much “noise” from other aspects like stereo-
chemistry, aiding in memorizing large amounts of chemical structure or large molecules.



Learning
Dscript learning materials alone can be quite stunning. Here are a few example used to teach 
Dscript and show off its capabilities.



Full Text
The are plenty of examples of Dscript text. On Dscript.org I am working on going through Aesop's 
Fables. I write them in Dscript, choosing one form per word, and then add some styles and artistic 
feels to them, with my very limited graphics skills ;) 

Standard Latin Alphabet Text:

THE FARMER AND THE STORK
A Stork of a very simple and trusting nature had been asked by a gay party of Cranes to visit a field 
that had been newly planted. But the party ended dismally with all the birds entangled in the meshes 
of the Farmer's net.

The Stork begged the Farmer to spare him.

"Please let me go," he pleaded. "I belong to the Stork family who you know are honest and birds of 
good character. Besides, I did not know the Cranes were going to steal."

"You may be a very good bird," answered the Farmer, "but I caught you with the thieving Cranes 
and you will have to share the same punishment with them."

You are judged by the company you keep.



THE WOLF AND HIS SHADOW
A Wolf left his lair one evening in fine spirits and an excellent appetite. As he ran, the setting sun 
cast his shadow far out on the ground, and it looked as if the wolf were a hundred times bigger than 
he really was.

"Why," exclaimed the Wolf proudly, "see how big I am! Fancy me running away from a puny Lion! 
I'll show him who is fit to be king, he or I."

Just then an immense shadow blotted him out entirely, and the next instant a Lion struck him down 
with a single blow.

Do not let your fancy make you forget realities.





Reflected Text
Dscript text tends to produce some very nice results when reflected in various ways. The large size 
and high complexity of each glyph means when reflected and mergeed can produce some amazingly 
complex results. Recently I have enjoyed making kaleidoscope like effects.



Application
For those interested in mapping Dscript to new alphabets, languages, and applications, there is the 
Dscript for other languages guide. This outlines the principles of Dscript and how to design letters 
capable of dimensional writing.

Dscript can accommodate almost any alphabet, but the system does works best for smaller 
alphabets. The efficiency of Dscript breaks down at alphabets of over 40 or so letters.



Resources

There are plenty of learning materials and examples of Dscript online

There are 2 main official websites for those interested in Dscript

Dscript.org
This site contains recent updates, examples, and materials, it is always the most current information. 
Dscript materials are all under the “Dscript” menu option on the site's main menu. 
Key dscript.org resources

• Full Sized Full text art
• Full Size transparant Reflected text art
• Word Art Examples

Dscript.org is loaded with graphics content.. all is free to copy edit and sell, no royalty, fee, etc. so 
please feel free to do with as you please :)

Dscript.ca
This site documents the origins and development of Dscript.  
Key dscript.ca resources

• Dscript v1.0 Manual
• Dscript Video Lessons
• Dscript Tools
• Dscript Generator
• Dscript for other languages

Some content is also collected on DeviantArt and Facebook. DeviantArt in particular allows 
storage and public access to some many high quality files so it is worth a look. (I store plenty of the  
reflected text art on DA)
http://www.facebook.com/dscripting
http://dscript.deviantart.com/

Dscript by Matthew DeBlock is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported 
License.
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